AR BB SRTUE 134 HF125%
The Journal of Kosin Medical College
Volume 13, Number 1-2, May 1998

A Case of Locked-in Syndrome

Yong Seok Jang, M.D., Kwang Soo Kim, M.D., Kyung Moo Yoo, M.D.

Department of Neurology, Kosin Medical College

—Abstact—

Locked-in Syndrome (LIS) is a rare clinical entity consisting of quadriplegia, paralysis of lower
cranial nerves, mutism, and bilateral paresis of horizontal gaze with preserved blinking, vertical
eye movements, consciousness, and cortical function. The syndrome describes a neurological co-
ndition usually associated with infarction of the bilateral ventral pons. We report a 51-year-old
man who presented quadriplegia, anarthria, and impairment of bilateral horizontal gaze. Cerebral
angiography showed complete obstruction of proximal basilar artery. Brain MRI showed bilateral
ventrolateral pontine infarctions. There were minimal to moderate improvement of voluntary motor
function and horizontal ocular motion 25 days after treatment.
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Fig 1. Cerebral ogfaphy of anteroposterior (a)
and lateral (b) views showing occlusion of
proximal basilar artery.
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Fig 2. Brain T2-weighted images of axial (a) and Fig 3. Diagram of the basilar artery thrombosis and

coronal (b) views showing high signal intensity its relation to damage to the lower pons (From
lesion on the bilateral ventrolateral pons. Latronico® ).
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