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A Case of Tetanus Associated with squamous
cell Carcinoma on Right buttock
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Department of Internal Medicine, Kosin Medical College
Pusan, Korea

— Abstact—

Primary skin cancers are the most common malignant tumors in the human. The incidence
of primary skin cancers is rising steadily. The increasing incidence of primary skin cancers have
been attributed to increasing exposure to sunlight, alteration of host defence factors and exposure
to chemicals or viruses. The primary cutaneous squamous cell cancers (SCC) are prone to metastasis
and rapid growth. However, early diagnosis is difficult, and with the delay of the diagnosis, serious
complication may be resulted. SCC can develope skin ulceration and skin ulceration can be co-
ntaminated by various bacterial organisms. If skin ulceration contaminated by serious bacterial
organism, it can be fatal to the patient. So early diagnosis of SCC is important for prevention
of complication. Among the various organism, clostridium tetani can infect skin ulceration, and

its manifestations are severe after infection.

We experienced a case of tetanus developed from skin ulcer complicating primary cutaneous

SCC on the right buttock in 62 years old woman.

She manifested severe generalized body spasm, opistotonus, dyspnea, trismus, and convulsion.

she was treated with muscle blocking agents and tetanus antitoxin.
So we report one case of tetanus associated with cutaneous squamous cell cancer.

* Key Words : tetanus, squamous cell carcinoma, skin ulcer.
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Figl. Solitary, painful, firm, well defined round ul- Fig3. Atypical squagmous epithelium break out the
cerated, 5X6¢m sized nodule surrounded with basement membrane and invade into the de-
erythematous plaque on the right buttock. rmis, forming tumor nest. (H&E stain, X40)
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Fig2. The patient manifested neck stiffness, trismus, Fig4. The tumor nest consists of anaplastic squamous
convulsive spasm by stimulation. epithelial cells, showing well differentiation and
focal intercellular bridge. (H&E stain, X400)



