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A Case of Perforating Rheumatoid Nodule
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=Abstract=

Subcutaneous rheumatoid nodules which occur most commonly in

rheumatoid arthritis show central draining perforation rarely.

We report a case of perforating rheumatoid nodule occuring on
the occiput of a patient who had a history of rheumatoid arthritis
for 3 years. A biopsy specimen of the subcutaneous nodule with ce-

ntral core on the occiput showed extensive eosinophilic or necrobio-
tic basophilic materials replacing the papillary dermis to the base of
the specimen. A column of necrobiotic, PAS-positive material exten-
ded through the overlying dermis and epidermis to the skin surface.
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Fig. 1.Multiple asymptomatic normal skin colored 1X1cm si-
zed deep seated nodules on the occiput ; Note cent-
ral core in the nodule(Arrow)

Fig. 2.Note extensive eosinophilic & basophilic necrobiotic

foci throughout dermis and subcutaneous tissue(H &
E, x40)
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Fig. 3. An eosinophilic necrobiotic column extending from de-
rmis to epidermis(H & E, x100)

Fig. 4. A purple colored necrobiotic fibrin column(PAS stain,
x100)
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A comparison of histologic and histochemical features of rheumatoid no-

dules(RN) and subctaneous granuloma annulare(SGA) (Patterson JW. Am

J Dermatopathol 1988 : 10 : 1-8)

RN

SGA

Type of necrobiosis
lic +

basophilic foci with

Homogenous, eosinophi-

Pale, edematous with

mucinous appearance

degenerated neutrophils

Cells in palisaded Sometimes

areas
Fibrosis

Alcian blue

in necrobiotic zones

Trichrome

red necrobiotic zones

Putts’s stain Positive

Frequently pronounced

Usually negative

Homogenous, lattice-like

Giant cells not observed

multinucleated giant cells

Usually observed

Usually positive
in necrobiotic zones

Blue-red fibrillar
necrobiotic zones

Negative
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