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Meaning and Purpose in Life of Nursing Students

Eun Sil Kang

Department of Nursing Science, Kosin University College of Medicine, Pusan, Korea

——— Abstract

Background The purpose of this study was to investigate meaning and purpose in life of nursing students by means of
PIL(purpose in life) test and to provide informative data for effective guidance and counselling for nursing students. Methoths
The subjects of research were 149 nursing students of K university in Pusan. The data were collected at Jan. 1998 by means
of PIL test. The data were analyzed by frequency, percentile, mean score, t-test, ANOVA using SPSS WIN 8.0 program
Results The results of this study were as follows: 1. The mean scores of PIL of nursing students were high(M=10374). 2.
There were sigmificant differences between PIL and religious variables in satisfaction to their major, rehgious status,
importance of faith, conviction of their salvation. 3 Most of nursing students have not been found to be a state of lack for
meaning and purpose i life (64.4%). Only 35.6% of nursing students have been found to be in a state of existential vaccum.
Conclusion There were significant difference between PIL of nursing student and religious characteristics. Therfore to increase
PIL of nursing student, it is needed to reinforce religious education, spiritual guidance

Key Words: PIL. Nursing student
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