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A Case of Sea-Urchin Granuloma in a Woman Diver

Young-Seung Jeon, Sang-Tae Kim, Kee-Suck Suh

Department of Dermatology, Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

— Abstract

Some aquatic animals can cause important skin diseases in humans. Sea urchin granuloma is a rare skin disorder showing
chronic granulomatous lesion caused by injury with sea-urchin spines. Sometimes patients were injured in fishing
activities and among them, correspond to divers involved in sea-urchin harvesting.

We report a case of sea-urchin granuloma in 67-year-old female, who presented with multiple erythematous pin-head

to rice-grain sized papules on the both elbow and knee.
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Fig. 1. Multiple asymptomic pin-head to rice-grain sized scaly
papules with central umbilication on the left knee.

Fig. 2. (A) Relative well-circumscribed cell collection, dense
cellular infiltration and cleft like space(arrow) presumed
invasion of sea urchin spine on the dermis(H&E, x40).

(B) Infiltration of histiocytes, lymphocytes and giants cell
around cleft like space(arrow) (H&E, x100).
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Fig. 3. Sea urchin has numerous black, sharp and fragile
spines.
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