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Radiologic Findings of Metaplastic Carcinoma:
A Case Report

Mi-Hee Jung, Kyung-Soon Jeong

Department of Radiology, Gospel Hospital, Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

— Abstract

Metaplastic carcinomas of the breast comprise a heterogeneous group of neoplasms that are regarded as a ductal
carcinoma that undergos metaplasia into a nonglandular growth pattern. Metaplastic carcinoma is uncommon, accounting
for fewer than 5% of breast carcinomas. It has a poorer prognosis than most other breast malignancies.

We report the mammographic and sonographic findings in a 52-year-old woman of pathologically proven metaplastic

carcinoma.
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Fig. 1. The mammogram (a: mediolateral oblique view, b:
craniocaudal view) shows irregular shaped, high density
mass(arrows) with indistinct margin and mild architectural
distortion in the upper outer area of right breast.

b
Fig. 2. Ultrasonogram of the right breast shows a irregular
shaped, hypoechoic solid mass with ill defined margin. Note
tethering of the cooper's ligaments(arrow in a), ductal
extension(curved arrow in a) and a few daughter
lesions(arrow in b).

Fig. 3. Photomicrographic findings

a. A well defined mass with infiltrating carcinoma and
heterologous mesenchymal element (H and E, x40)

b. An infiltrating carcinoma mixed with chondroid matrix
containing lacunar spaces and rare chondrocytes (H and E,
x200)
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