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Acute Mediastinitis and Sternal Osteomyelitis After Cardiac
Surgery: Omental Flap Transposition
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Department of Thoracic & Cardiovascular Surgery Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

— Abstract

Post-sternotomy mediastinitis has been known as a lethal complication. Omental flap transposition is one of the few
procedures to treat this severe complication. A 57-year-old female patient who underwent mitral valve replacement
using median sternotomy was performed omental flap transposition to treat post-sternotomy mediastinitis. The greater
omentum was used to fill the space after resection of the infected sternum. After uneventful operation, the patient

was discharged with no complications.
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shows omentum occupying the mediastinum and dead space

Fig. 1. Chest CT scan obtained 3 years after the surgery
after the sternum was removed.
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