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Pancreatic Acinar Cell Carcinoma Combined with
Hepatocellular Carcinoma : a Case Report
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Department of Surgery, Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

— Abstract

Acinar cell carcinoma of the pancreas is a rare malignancy comprising about 1% of pancreas tumors with a generally
poor prognosis. However, treatment proctocols for acinar cell carcinoma of the pancreas have not been standardized.

A case of a 59-year-old man presented with epigastric pain and back pain for 2 months. Also he had 5 kg weight
loss for 6 months. Computed tomography revealed a 3 cm sized pancreatic head mass, and a small lesion in the liver.
There were not peripancreatic lymph node enlargements. The patients was diagnosed preoperatively as a pancreatic head
cancer with metastatic liver lesion, and performed Whipple's operation and wedge resection of liver. Pathologic finding
showed tumor cells were characterized by round or oval nuclei, only mild pleomorphism, single prominent nucleoli and
abundant, eosinophilic and granular cytoplasm in pancreas head. In the liver hepatocellular carcinoma was showed with
trabecular and pseudoacinar arrangement The patient was confirmed as a acinar cell carcinoma of pancreas head
combined with hepatocellular carcinoma. This case illustrates the lack of a standardized approach of acinar cell
carcinoma and emphasizes the need for further research.
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Fig 1. Hepatocellular carcinoma showing
trabecular and pseudoacinar arrangement

Fig 2. Glandular arrangement without
desmoplastic stroma in pancreas head
(H&E X 100).

Fig 3. Tumor cells are characterized by round or
oval nuclei, only mild pleomorphism,
single prominent nucleoli and abundant,
eosinophilic and granular cytoplasm in
pancreas head(H&E X 400).
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